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Mykonos is the great glamour island of the Cyclades and happily flaunts its sizzling style and reputation. The high-season mix of good-time
holidaymakers, cruise-ship crowds which can reach 15,000 a day, and posturing fashionistas throngs through Mykonos town, a fraditional
Cycladic maze, delighting in ifs authentic cubist charms and its pricey cafe-bar-shopping scene.

In high season, come only if you are bankrolled and intent on joining the jostling street crowds, the oiled-up lounger lifestyle at the island’s
packed main beaches, and the relentless party. Out of season, devoid of gloss, gliffer and preening celebrities, find more subbdued local
lite, the occasional soft-pink pelican wandering the empty streets, and beaches backed by banging clubs which have gone silent for the

winter.

Mykonos is also the jumping-off point for the splendid archaeological site of the nearby island of Delos.
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Hora (also known as Mykonos), the island’s well-preserved port and capital, is a warren of narrow alleyways and white-walled

buildings overlooked by the town's famous windmills. In the heart of the waterfront Little Venice quarter (Venetia), which is
spectacular at sunset, tiny lowerbedecked churches jostle with trendy boutiques, and there’'s a cascade of bougainvillea
around every corner. High-season streets are crowded with chic boutiques, cool galleries, jangling jewellers and both languid

and loud music bars - plus a catwalk cast of thousands
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Little Venice - rows of fishing houses line the waterfront with their balconies hanging over the sea. The first of these was constructed in the
mid-18th century. They originally belonged to rich merchants or captains and the little basement doors that provided direct access o the sea
and underground storage areas led people 1o believe that the owners were secretly pirates. Some of the houses have now been converted
PARSIFAI- into bars and cates and litfle shops and galleries. Little Venice is considered one of the most romantic spotfs on the island and many people

gather there to watch the sunset. The area affracts many artists who come fo paint the picturesque coastline.
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The Mykonos windmills are iconic feature of the Greek island of the Mykonos. The island is one of the Cyclades islands, which neighlbour Delos

in the Aegean Sea. The windmills can be seen from every point of the village of Mykonos, the island's principal vilage, which is frequently called
the Chora (which translates to "Country" in Greek, but refers fo an island's "Town") on Greek islands. The windmills are the first thing seen when
coming info the harbour of Alefkandra, as they stand on a hill overlooking the area. Most windmills face towards the North where the island's
climate sources its stfrongest winds over the largest part of the year. There are currently 16 windmills on Mykonos of which seven are positioned
on the famous landmark hill in Chora. Most of them were built by the Venetians in the 16th century, but construction continued into the early
20th century. They were primarily used to mill wheat. They were an important source of income for the inhabitants. Their use gradually declined
until they ceased production in the middle of the 20th century. Their architecture is similar. They all have a round shape, white colour and a
pointed roof and very small windows. Such windmills are found in almost all Cyclades islands. One of these windmills has been transtormed
info a museum. The whole village of Chora and part of the harbour are visible from this point.



Panagia Paraportiani - (the Church of Our Lady) one of the most famous architectural structures in Greece. The church received ifs name

Paraportiani, which means "standing next to the entrance / door”", because it was located next to the entrance of the ancient castle, or kastro
door. The neighbourhood of Kastro, where it is situated, used to be the site of a medieval castle - in those days a castle was a strong fortifica-
fion surrounding a setfflement — constructed in 1207 by the Gisi family, who controlled the island a the time. The castle was destroyed in the
16th century and its remnants covered up by new buildings when Chora began to expand in the 18th century. It took around 200 years to
build the church. Construction began in the 15th century and was not completed unfil the 17th century. Its architectural quirkiness makes it

one of the most photographed places in the world.



Archaeological Museum of Mykonos - was built in 1905 to house the findings from the Putretaction Pit of 425/426 BC, discovered in 1898 on the

PARSIFAL

islet of Rheneia by D. Stavropoulos. It is one of the oldest museums in Greece and was designed by Alexandros Lykakis and funded by the

Ministry of Education and the Archaeological Society of Athens. The land as donated by the Municipality of Mykonos.
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The Cyclades fulfil their collective name (kyklos - circle) by encircling the sacred island of Delos. The mythical birthplace of twins Apollo and
Arfemis, splendid Ancient Delos was a shrine turned sacred freasury and commercial centre. This Unesco World Heritage Site is one of the most
important archaeological sites in Greece. Cast your imagination wide to transform this sprawling ruin info the magnificent city it once was.

While many significant finds from Delos are in the National Archaeological Museum in Athens, the site’s museum retains an interesting collec-
fion, including lions from the Terrace of the Lions (those on the ferrace itself are plaster-cast replicas). The island, just 5km long and 1300m wide,
has no permanent population, so offers a soothing contrast to Mykonos (though in highest summer many visitors throng to the island). Over-

night stays are forbidden and boat schedules allow a maximum of four hours af Delos. Bring water and food; wear a hat, sunscreen and
walking shoes.
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